
CRYPTOMERIAS

NAME SIZE RATE COLOR FORM LANDSCAPE USE

Araucaroides 8' Short, dark green needles Dense pyramid, narrow 
snake-like limbs

Accent, resembles a 
Monkey Puzzle Tree.

Ben Franklin 30-40' rapid Deep blue-green needles, no interior dieback. 
Good green winter color.

Conical & full yet refined 
branching habit

Salt tolerant, good coastal 
plain performer.  Screening 

plant.

Black Dragon
5' x 7' @ 10 yrs. 

(10' x 4-6' 
eventually)

3-6" per yr. Extremely dark (black-green), congested 
foliage.  New spring growth is light green.

Broad, upright pyramid, 
defined formal branching

Ideal for small gardens.  
Abundant male cones.

Elegans Nana 
(Elegans 
Compacta)

3-6' high slow Bluish green, tinted purplish in winter.  
Flattened, globose, 

compact, broad 
mounded.

Good alternative to Mugo 
Pine for tough sites.

Globosa Nana
2-3' x 2.5-3.5' in 
10-15 yrs.  May 

mature 4-8'
slow Bluish green, rusty red in winter.

Neat, dense, dome-
shaped, medium dwarf, 

slightly pendulous 
branches.

Excellent choice for rock 
gardens and for the front of 
the shrub border. Do not 

plant in containers.

Hino Medium, 3-6" 
per year Green Globe-shaped

Jindai-Sugi
12' x 8' 

ultimately.  6-8' x 
3.5'  @ 10 yrs.

6-10" per yr., 
slow Light green with no winter bronzing

Upright, compact pyramid 
shrub with an irregular 
but rather flattened top 

and dense foliage.

Knaptonensis 2' high slow
Creamy-white variegation.  Requires full sun 

for good color.  (Originated as a witches' 
broom of 'Nana Albospica'.)

Conical with slightly 
pendulous branches.

Edge of border, accent.  
Requires some shade.
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Radicans 40-45' x 12' fast, 12-16' in 
5 yrs.

Dark bluish-green in spring & summer; rich 
purple bronze in winter. Upright, pyramidal Privacy screen.  Like 

'Yoshino' but bluer.

Sekkan-Sugi
20' x 10' 

ultimately.  10' @ 
10 yrs.

fast - 12+" 
per yr.

Sulfur-yellow foliage darkens to green as it 
matures.

Large upright, broad tree. 
Regular ascending 

branches.

Good screening plant.  
Requires some shade.

Spiraliter-Falcata 3-5' @ 10 yrs. 3-6" per yr. Light green needles & branches.  Some 
variegation in full sun.

Narrow branches twist & 
curve.

Provides maximum interest 
in a small space; a 

conversation piece.  The 
Harry Lauder's Walking 

Tarheel Blue 30-40' x 12' fast Bluer than Ben Franklin and Yoshino.  
Changes to burgundy in fall. Conical Good screening plant.

Yellow Twig 5-6' high moderately 
slow

Twig color is yellowish giving the whole plant 
a golden cast.

Upright beehive-rounded, 
fine-textured, slightly 
pendulous branchlets

Mid-sized conifer for 
modern, urban sites.

Yoshino 30-40' fast
Rich, bright blue-green summer foliage, 

slightly bronze-green in cold weather or windy 
locations.

Conical Good screening plant.  
Most cold hardy.
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