
VIBURNUMS

NAME SIZE HABIT FLOWER TIME Fruit EVER 
GREEN FALL FRAGRANT COMMENTS

Viburnum awabuki 'Chindo' 15'-25'x10-15'
Upright, 

Rounded.  
Fast-growing

White April-May

Lg. pendulous 
red fruits. 

Needs cross-
pollinator.

Yes None Yes

Known for its large, pendulous, red 
fruit clusters.   Probably requires 

cross pollinator for heavy fruit set.  
Protect from wind, cold, winter sun.  
Use as screen or hedge.  Drought 

tolerant once established.

Viburnum bracteatum 
'Emerald Lustre' 10' x 8'

Tightly-
branched, 
haystack 

shape

White, flat-
topped cymes 

borne in 
profusion

Spring Purple-blue-
black No

Variable, 
yellow-
bronze

Ill scented

Similar to V. dentatum, but more 
heat tolerant.  Doesn't require cross 
pollination.  Tolerates sun or shade. 

Drought tolerant.

Viburnum carlesii 
(Koreanspice)    (Sub. For V. 
x juddii )

45'-8'x4'-8'

Rounded, 
Up-right 

Spreading 
Branches

Pink bud, white, 
snowball-like, 

fragrant
March - April

Red (changing 
to black) egg 
shaped drupe 
(Aug. - Sept.) - 

not effective

No Red to wine-
red Yes

Valuable for fragrance.  Use near 
high traffic areas & windows.  

Flowers before V. x carlcephalum.  
Adaptable to extremes of soil (not 
wet), sun, and significant shade.

Viburnum carlesii 'Aurora' 4-8'x8' Rounded 

Intensely red 
bud opens to 

pink, then white, 
very fragrant 

Late April-
May

Blue-black 
egg shaped 

drupe
No Red to wine-

red Yes
Spicily fragrant flowers.  Larger 

inflorescences than species.  
Copper-tinged new foliage.

Viburnum carlesii 'Cayuga' 
(sub for V. x carlcephalum) 5' x 6' Compact, 

upright
Pink bud, white, 
slightly fragrant Late April

Red egg 
shaped drupe -
not effective

No Orange-red Yes

Compact, upright growth habit.  
Foliage les susceptible to bacterial 
leaf spot and powdery mildew than 

V. carlesii.

Viburnum davidii 3'-5'x-5'
Low 

Compact 
Mound

Pink Bud, White April-May

Metallic-blue - 
winter 

persisting.  
Needs cross-

pollinator

Yes None No

Dark blue-green foliage turns bronzy-
red in winter.  Use in groupings or 

as a specimen.  Best in cooler 
climates.

Viburnum dentatum 
(Arrowwood) 6'-15'x6'-15'

Dense, 
Rounded, 
Arching

Creamy white, 
flat topped

May-Early 
June

Drupe, steely-
blue maturing 

blue-black
No

Varies, 
yellow, red, 

to purple
Ill scented

Lustrous, dark green foliage.  Fruit 
quickly eaten by birds.  Likes moist 
sites.  Use in borders, as screen, or 
in naturalizing.  Deer prone.  Very 

adaptable to soil & climate 
extremes.  Useful in difficult sites.

Viburnum dentatum 'Blue 
Muffin' 5-7' x2- 4' Compact, 

rounded
Clusters of white 

flowers
Spring-

Summer Intense blue No Red No
Perfect for the residential 

landscape.  Makes a good low 
hedge.

Viburnum dentatum 
'Chicago Lustre' 8-10 HW

Upright 
rounded 

shrub

Creamy white, 
flat topped

May-Early 
June

Drupe, Blue-
black No Reddish 

purple Ill scented Glossy, dark green foliage.

Viburnum dentatum 
'Northern Burgundy' 12' HW Upright Creamy white, 

flat topped
May-Early 

June
Drupe, Blue-

black No
Blend of 

burgundy & 
wine red.

Ill scented Dark green summer foliage.
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Viburnum diliatatum 'Asian 
Beauty' 10'+ x 6' Upright, 

compact White May-Early 
June

Fruit remains 
a glossy rich 
cherry-red 
throughout 

winter.

No

Inconsistent
, russet-red, 
may range 

from bronze 
to 

burgundy; 
leaves hold 

late.

No

Very fast growing.  Good fruit 
production.  Holds fruit into the new 

year.  Shiny dark-green foliage.  
Deer prone.

Viburnum diliatatum 
'Cardinal Candy' 5-6' x 3-4'

Well 
branched, 

broad-
rounded

Lacy creamy 
white

May-Early 
June

Glossy scarlet 
red, fall to 

spring 
persistent

No

Inconsistent
, russet-red, 
may range 

from bronze 
to 

burgundy; 
leaves hold 

late.

Ill scented

Deer resistant.  Glossy foliage.  
Vigorous growth.  Fruits strongly 
even without another pollinator in 
the area.  Fruit attractive to birds, 
flowers attract butterflies.  Proven 

hardy to -25 degrees F.

Viburnum diliatatum 'Erie' 6' x 10' @ 14 
yrs.

Rounded-
mounded

White flowers in 
4-6" wide flat-
topped cymes

May

Prolific, winter 
persistent, red 

fruits.  
Become coral 

after frost.

No

Good 
yellow, 

orange and 
red fall 
color

No

Dark green leaves.  Excellent fruit 
set if cross pollinator is available.  
Disease & insect resistant.  Deer 

prone.

Viburnum diliatatum 
'Michael Dodge' 5' x 6' Vase-

shaped White May
Large fruits 
are bright 
yellow.

No Scarlet red No Use Cotton Candy as a pollinator.  
Smaller than other V. diliatatum.

Viburnum farreri (Fragrant 
Viburnum) 8'-12'x8'-12' Loose, vase-

shaped.

Pink-red bud, 
pink-white long 
panicle, fragrant

Early-mid 
April

Red turning 
black - not 

overwhelming
No

Occasionall
y reddish 

purple
Yes

Bronzy-green early foliage matures 
dark green.  Flowers often open in 

fall on a rather sporadic basis.  
Subject to late spring freezes.

Viburnum japonicum 6'-8'x6' Dense, 
Upright White, fragrant Red drupe Yes None Yes Extremely dense habit making it a 

good screen.  

Viburnum lantana 19-15' x 10-15'
Large, 

rounded, 
leggy

White with 
prominent yellow 

stamens.

Late April - 
early May

Yellow to red 
to black, often 
all present at 

once.

No ill-scented No Adaptable to sun or partial shade.

Viburnum lantana 'Mohican' 
(sub. For V. x 
rhytidophylloides)

10'-15'x10'-15' 
(7' x 9' in 15 

yrs.)

Compact, 
thick, dense 
branching

Creamy white, 7-
10 days Early May

Orange red 
fruit in July, 

persisting 4 or 
more weeks - 
needs cross-

pollinator

No Purplish red No

Dense, compact, vigorous , globose 
habit.  Tolerates calcareous and dry 

soils better than other Viburnum.  
Resistant to bacterial leaf spot.  
Thick dark green leaves.  Deer 

resistant.
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Viburnum lentago 
(Nannyberry) 15-18'+x10'+

Small tree, 
arching 

branches.  
Tall & leggy.

White with 
prominent yellow 

stamens.
May 

Drupe, green 
to yellow, rose 
& pink, then 
bluish-black

No
Often poor 
green to 
purplish

No

Ideal for naturalizing, shrub borders, 
background, or screen plant.  

Woodland, woods verge plant.  
Adaptable to wet or dry soil.  Takes 

shade. Not a specimen.  Good 
winter food for the birds.  Deer 

prone.

Viburnum macrocephalum 
(Chinese Snowball) 6'-10'x6'-8' Dense 

rounded

Apple green 
when opening 

then white, 
sterile 

hemispherical

May-Early 
June None Semi in 

south No

Extremely showy in flower. Tends to 
flower in the fall during warm 

weather in the South.  Good for 
larger gardens.  

Viburnum nudum 'Earth 
Shade' 6-10' Compact Cream white Pink to blue No Yellow, 

orange, red More compact than 'Winterthur'.

Viburnum nudum 
'Winterthur'

6'x6' (in 20 
yrs.)

Compact, 
rounded

Creamy white, 
flat-topped June - July

An oval berry, 
white in late 

summer, 
turning pink 
and, finally, 
blue in fall

No Good red - 
purple No

Grows well in both wet, shaded 
spots and sunny, well-drained sites. 

Tolerates wind.  Upright habit.  
Needs cross-pollination with species 

for good fruiting.  Deer prone.

Viburnum opulus 
(Cranberrybush) 8'-10' x15' Upright, 

spreading

White, flat 
topped, lace-cap 

type
May

Persistent 
bright red 
berry like, 
Sept-Oct

No

Sometimes 
reddish, 
purple - 

unreliable

No

Use:  shrub border, screen, large 
areas, massing.  Showy flowers & 
good fruit display.  Adaptable to 

moist & wet soils.

Viburnum opulus 
'Compactum' 4'-6'x5'-7' Very dense 

and compact
White, lacy, flat 

topped May Bright red 
berry like No Often a 

strong red. No
Use:  masses.  Good for limited 

space.  1/2 size of species.  Deer 
prone.

Viburnum opulus 'Nanum' 18"-24"x2'-3' Dwarf & 
compact None N/A None No

Yellow to 
reddish-
purple

No
Use:  filler or facer plant, low 

hedges.  Will not tolerate poor 
drainage.

Viburnum opulus 'Roseum 
Sterile' (European 
Snowball)

10'-12'x8'-10' Small tree 
Apple green to 

white, very 
showy

Early May None No
Yellow to 
reddish-
purple

No
Extremely showy in flower.  Flower 

effective over extended period.  
Prone to aphids.

Viburnum plicatum 
tomentosum 'Lanarth' 
(Doublefile)

12'-14'X12'-14'

Strong 
horizontal 
branching, 
flat-topped

Large white 
flowers 2" May Bright red 

drupe No Reddish 
purple No Larger flowered than typical 

Doublefile.

Viburnum plicatum 
tomentosum 'Mariesii' 
(Doublefile)

10'x10' Distinctly 
horizontal

Large, flat, white 
flowers 13/4" May Sparse No Reddish 

purple No
Flowers held above foliage.  Leaves 

may be lighter green in summer 
than other types.
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Viburnum plicatum 
tomentosum 'Shasta' 
(Doublefile)

10' x 10'
Broad 

horizontally 
branched

Large White 
flowers May

Bright red 
drupe 

maturing to 
black, ripens 

in July.

No Reddish 
purple No

Strongly, tiered, horizontal 
branching habit makes this shrub 

showy in winter as well as summer.  
Deer resistant.

Viburnum plicatum 
tomentosum 'Summer 
Snowflake' (Doublefile)

15'x6' Open and 
Upright

White - smaller 
than the species

April-Nov in 
south

Bright red 
drupe No Reddish 

purple No

Tall growing & narrow.  Flowers 
continually through summer, 

although blooms are small.  Deer 
prone

Viburnum plicatum 
(Japanese Snowball) 8'-10'x9'-12'

Broad 
rounded, 

tiered 
branching

Open green, 
then white, 
rounded.

Late April to 
early May

Bright red 
drupe No Reddish 

purple No
Carnation-like snowball flowers.  

Good for zone 7b, if there is enough 
root moisture.  Deer prone.

Viburnum plicatum 
'Popcorn' 8-10' x 8' Tight, 

rounded
Small white, 

rounded April Blackish-red No Reddish 
purple No

The name describes the flowers.  
Use as hedge or specimen plant.  

Heat & drought tolerant.

Viburnum plicatum 
tomentosum (Doublefile) 8'-10'x9'-12'

Rounded 
with distinct 
horizontal 
branching

White flat 
topped cymes, 

double file
May

Drupe, bright 
red turning 

black in June.
No Reddish 

purple No

Excellent sited against red brick 
buildings.  Use:  massing, screen, 

shrub border, to soften vertical lines. 
Consistent drought & high heat 

result in a bedraggled look.  
Extremely shade tolerant.

Viburnum prunifolium 
(Blackhaw) 12'-15' x 8'-12'

Round-
headed tree 

or multi-
stemmed 

shrub, stiffly 
branched.  

Similar to a 
Hawthorn.

White, actually 
creamy due to 
yellow stamens

May

Drupe, 
pinkish, rose 

and at 
maturity bluish 
black, bloomy.

No

Variable.  
Purplish to 

reddish 
purple

No

Native.  Woodland plant.  Full sun to 
almost full shade.  Use:  small 
specimen tree, massing, shrub 

border, groupings.

Viburnum rhytidophyllum 
(Leatherleaf) 10'-15'x10'-15' Upright 

rounded
Yellowish white, 

flat topped Mid-May

Drupe, red 
turning black, 

not 
outstanding

Yes No
Sun or shade.  Use:  specimen, 
massing, background.  Leaves 

droop in winter.

Viburnum tinus 
'Compactum' 3'-6'x2'-4' Very dense 

and compact
Pink bud, white 

2" February

Metallic blue 
to black - self-
incompatible - 
needs another 

clone or 
seedling

Yes No Use:  hedging, massing.  
Withstands considerable shade.

Viburnum tinus 'Spring 
Bouquet' 5'-6'x5'-6' Compact 

rounded
Dark red bud, 

White February See above Yes No Use:  hedging, massing.  
Withstands considerable shade.
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Viburnum trilobum 
(Highbush Cranberry) 10' x 10' Dense, 

rounded 
White, flat-

topped, 3"-41/2" Mid-late May
Persistent 
bright red, 

good for jellies
No

Yellow to 
reddish-
purple

No Similar to V. opulus.  Maple-like 
foliage.  Fruit persists into winter.

Viburnum trilobum 'Bailey 
Compact' 5-6' x 5-6' Compact, 

dwarf
White, pinwheel-

shaped Mid-late May
Bright red.  

Moderate fruit 
set

No Deep red to 
yellow No Edible fruit.

Viburnum utile 
'Chesapeake' 10'x15' Compact, 

mounded Pink bud, White Early to mid-
April

Dull red to 
black Semi  Red to 

orange Slightly

Edible fruit.  Extremely tolerant of 
drought.  Better suited to southern 
regions  Deer tolerant.  Blooms 

after S. carlecephallum.

Viburnum utile 'Conoy' 5-6' x 6-8' Spreading, 
dense

Dark pink buds, 
white snowball 

flowers
April

Ovoid drupes, 
red to black; 
persist 6-8 

weeks.

Yes Dark 
Maroon No

Uses:  Specimen, hedge, massing.  
Small, glossy, leathery leaves create 

a boxwood-like texture.  Deer 
resistant.  Good drought tolerance 

once established.

Viburnum utile 'Eskimo' 
(improvement on 
Chesapeake)

8-10' x 8'

Upright in 
youth,  oval-

rounded, 
dense 

compact

Cream buds, 
white snowball - 

later than 
Chesapeake & 

Mohawk

Late April Drupes, dull 
red to black Semi No

Hardier than Chesapeake w/ bigger, 
more abundant flowers on young 

plants.  More evergreen than 
Chesapeake.  Can be grown in 
containers.  Flower later than 

Chesapeake & Mohawk.  Deer 
resistant .  

Viburnum x bodnantense 
'Dawn' 12' x 8' Large coarse 

shrub

Pink, fragrant 
flowers - 

undistinguished -
fall to spring

February & 
March

Red in 
summer then 

black
No Burnished 

bronze Yes Winter flowering on bare stems

Viburnum x burkwoodii 8'-10' x8-10'

Upright, 
multi-

stemmed, 
open

Pink bud, white, 
fragrant

7-10 days in 
late March

Red maturing 
black, 

flattened 
drupe.  Not 
abundant.

Semi in 
south

Brilliant 
orange-red Yes

Use:  shrub border.  Excellent 
fragrance.  Heat & cold tolerant.  

Adapts to full sun or shade.  
Drought tolerant once established.

Viburnum x burkwoodii 
'Mohawk' 7'x7' Compact

Dark red bud , 
White, Fragrant -

later than 
burkwood

Later April Black No
Orange-red 

to red-
purple

Yes
Flowers have a spicy, clove 

fragrance.  Use:  Specimen, shrub 
border.

Viburnum x carlcephalum 
(Fragrant Viburnum) 6-10' x 6-10' Open and 

Loose
Pink bud, white 
hemispherical

Late April- 
early May

Red to black 
drupe, seldom 

effective
No Reddish 

purple Yes

Largest leaves of the fragrant, semi-
snowball group.  Latest of the semi-

snowball types to flower.  Deer 
resistant.

Viburnum x juddii (sub for 
V. x carlesii ) 6'-8'x6'-8'

Rounded, 
dense with 
stiff, upright 
branches

Pink buds, 
white, semi-

snowball, highly 
fragrant.

Early April Black No Not 
significant Yes

Highly fragrant.  Improvement on V. 
carlesii.  Resistant to bacterial leaf 

spot.  Dull blue-green leaves.
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Viburnum x pragense 10'-15'x10'-15'
Upright oval 

to oval-
rounded

Pink bud, 
creamy-white 

flat-topped 

Mid-April to 
May

Red to glossy 
black. Yes Slightly

Leaves don't droop in winter.  Prune 
to retain dense form.  Extremely fast 

growing.  Extremely hardy.
Viburnum x 
rhytidophylloides 
'Alleghany' (sub for V. 
lantana )

12'X12
Dense 

globose 
growth habit

Abundant 
yellowish white May Brilliant red in 

Sept. and Oct. Semi NO
Provides an abundant display of 
yellowish white inflorescences 

above the very dark green foliage.

Viburnum x 
rhytidophylloides 10'-12'x10'-12' Arching habit

Creamy white, 
flat-topped 

cymes

May & 
October

Red changing 
to black Semi Ill scented

A second flowering occurs in early 
autumn.  Holds foliage until first 

severe frost.  Needs cross-
pollinator.  Sun to part shade.
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